
Pontypridd High School 

A Pupil’s Guide to 
PHS 

Everything you need to know about our 
school. 



A message from our 
Headteacher Mr Cripps 

 
I hope you like our Guide to Pontypridd High School. It is full of information about what you 
can expect if you join us in year 7 in September 2018. 
 
We want to give you as much information as possible about our school. This includes the  
lessons you will have, the teachers who will help you and of course the fun you will have with 
all the new friends you make.  
 
I am sure you will learn a lot about our School during the transition events that we will hold 
throughout the year. You can use this booklet to learn even more. I understand that some 
children may be anxious or nervous about coming up to a high school like Pontypridd, but  
reading this booklet should help you understand more of what it is like to be here. 
 
The year you have left in primary school will I am sure be hugely enjoyable but in Year 6 
you can also look forward to a new and exciting time as a future year 7 pupil at Pontypridd 
High.  
 
I look forward to meeting you. 
 
Mr Cripps 
 
 
 
 
 

Name: 

Primary School: 



We expect you to be smartly dressed at all times and feel our school uniform is a good way to show 
that you belong to our community. It is important because it sets a standard and shows you are 
proud to be part of our school. 

The uniform is very simple: 
 
Boys must wear:        Girls must wear: 
 Black trousers—not jeans     Black trousers or a knee length skirt—not jeans 
 Black sweatshirt /v neck jumper/    Black sweatshirt/v neck jumper/cardigan with  
 cardigan with school badge     school badge 
 White polo shirt with school badge    White polo shirt with school badge 
 Black shoes—not trainers/canvas daps   Black shoes—not trainers/canvas daps 
 Dark coat—no hoodies      Dark coat—no hoodies 
 
For PE:         For PE: 
 PHS rugby shirt or PHS training top    PHS polo shirt or PHS training top 
 Black/Navy shorts or black/navy jogging   Black/navy shorts or black/navy jogging 
 bottoms        bottoms 
 Trainers/boots for the field     Trainers   
 
You can wear one pair of stud earrings. 

School Uniform 

Equipment 
Every day you will need to bring equipment which allows you to work and learn. In your pencil case you should 
have a pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, sharpener, colouring pencils, calculator and reading book. You will also need 
to bring your planner. You will be given this on your first day. In here, you will be able to keep your timetable, 
write down all your homework, track your attendance and keep a record of how many merit awards you have 
had. 

What shouldn’t I bring to school? 
Our school is a friendly, safe place to be but sometimes things can get lost, broken or get in the 
way of learning. The latest technology is very impressive but think carefully about whether you 
need your mobile phone or i-pad in school with you.  



 
Here are our buses, their numbers, the first stop on their route and the time they leave that stop.  

Can you find yours ? 

Route Number First Stop Time Route Number First Stop Time 

Abercynon 107/08 Carne Park 8:09am Old Ynysybwl 107/01 Heol y Mynach 7:50am 

Coed-y-Cwm 107/03 Ger yr Afon 7:49am Pantygraigwen 107/11 Ty Mawr  

Hotel 

7:55am 

Glyncoch 107/04 Craig-yr-Hesg 
School 

7:56am Trehafod 107/05 Trehafod  

Playground 

7:50am 

Glyncoch 
Girls 

107/08 Derwendeg  

Avenue 

7:50am Tyntetown 107/12 Pentwyn  

Avneue 

7:49am 

Graigwen 107/09 Penygraigwen  

Terminus 

8:01am Ynysybwl 107/19 Dan y Cribyn 7:57am 

Maesycoed 107/06 Maesycoed  

School 

7:55am Ynsybwl 107/02 Heol-y-Plwyf 7:53am 

Maesycoed 107/10 Merlin Close 8:04am Ynysybwl 107/07 Ebenezer 7:53am 

Transport 

The bus will drop you off in the main car park and will pick you up from here at 
the end of the day. Don’t worry about finding the right bus—it’s easy! Each bus 

has it’s own number in the front window—your bus will match the number on 
your bus pass. And there will be plenty of staff in the car park at the end of 

the day to help you too. 

Most of our pupils travel to and from school by bus. If you come on the bus you must have a bus pass. If you 
don’t have one you will not be allowed on the bus. 
To catch the bus in the morning, you must go to the nearest bus stop. Remember to get there in plenty of 
time. The bus then picks you up, and others along the route, before dropping you off at school. 

Sometimes you will forget your bus pass. If this happens you must go to  
Pupil Services where you can get a temporary bus pass so you can get home. 



Our School Day 
Once you arrive in school you will have to wait for the bell to go for registration. Before this it is a good time 
to chat to your friends. You are allowed in the main hall each morning where you can buy a hot drink or have 
some extra breakfast ! 

The bell for registration goes at 8:40am. At this time you need to go to your form room in the Lower School. 
Your form tutor will be there to welcome you each morning and make sure you are marked on the register. 

This his how the rest of the day goes: 

Time What happens? 
8:40am Registration 

9:00am Lesson 1 

10:00am Lesson 2 

11:00am Break 

11:20am Lesson 3 

12:20pm Lesson 4 

1:20pm Lunch 

2:05pm Lesson 5 

3:05pm End of School 

3:05pm After school clubs start 

Will I get lost? 
The school has two main teaching areas—the Lower School and Upper School blocks.  It is easy to find your 
way around as there are signs showing the numbers of all classrooms.  

Each classroom has a number, for example 106, 204. 

The first number tells you which floor to go to—1 is for downstairs in the lower block and 2 is for upstairs. 
The door to each room has the room number on it and so, once you are on the right floor, you will easily find 
the room. 



What lessons will I have? 

On your first day you will be given your timetable. This tells you 
what subject you will be doing, when and where. It also tells you 
who your teacher will be.  

Your form tutor will go through your timetable on your first 
day and let you know what all the letters stand for. 

What lessons will I have ? 
 

You will be taught lots of different subjects. Some of these you will already know from primary school 
and some will be totally new to you. Some will be taught in specialist rooms such as the art room or 
workshops for technology. There are also IT suites and catering rooms. You will get to see all these 
rooms during our transition events. 

Every morning you will go to your registration class. The register will be taken and there will be  
different  activities on different days. It could be an assembly, attendance tracking, a skills morning or 
reading a book of your choice. After registration you will go to your lessons which are shown on your 
timetable. Your timetable could like the one below; 



Who will be teaching me? 
We are really proud of our teachers and they will all work hard to help and support you be the best you can in 
all the subjects you study. There are a lot of teachers and you may only be taught by a small number in Year 7. 

English

Mrs Marvelley  Miss Pullen 

Mrs Van Baaren  Miss Thomas 

Miss Angell   Miss James 

Miss Pask                       Miss Stickler 

Mrs Henry                     

   

Maths

Mr Ivins           Mr Astley  

Mrs Dober  Miss Griffiths 

Mrs Finney  Miss Kent 

Mr Watson  Miss Eveleigh 

  

Science

Mrs Stockman Mrs Davies 

Miss Cousins Miss Lee 

Mr Clear               Mr Brown 

Miss Hopkins        Miss Shaw 

Mr Maddocks 

Art

Miss Evans 

Mrs Madley  

Mrs Thomas 

Mr Husband 

Humanities

Miss Jones  Miss Martin 

Mrs Thomas Mrs Farrow 

Miss Pritchard Mr Roach 

  Spanish

                 Mrs Jones   

IT

                   Mr Bracey   

Music and Drama

Mrs Evan-Jones  

Miss Passmore 

PE

Mr Thomas  Mrs Samuel-Jones 

Mr Longden  Miss Fleming 

Technology

Mr Van-Baaren Mr Thomas 

Mr Williams          Mrs Cahill 

Miss Brayford 

Homework 
You will need to complete homework when it is set. It is given by every teacher in every subject. You will be 
given plenty of time to complete your homework and you must write it in your planner to remind you. 

Below is an example of the some of the homework you will be completing in year 7: 

English 
Tracks of my life—Select songs that you feel reflect times in 

your life or things about you. Write reasons why you chose 
these songs. This will be presented to the rest of the class. 

Art 
Design a shoe for your favourite celebrity. Your design needs to 

show the persons interests, personality and why they are       
famous. 

IT 
Create a PowerPoint presentation about yourself. Use            

information, images and animation. 

You will receive a school report 3 times a year (once a term) so you need to make sure you are working hard all 
the time and completing all of your homework. There is a homework club after school where staff will help you. 



Where will I eat my food? 
The food at Pontypridd High is really very good. We are a healthy school and offer a big choice every morning 
before school, during break and at lunchtime. The main place you will eat is in the Main Hall.  

We have two menus—
week 1 and week 2. Here 
is a menu from week 1 in 
the summer term. Some 
of the menu changes each 
term but a lot of it stays 
the same. 

How do I pay? 
We have a different way of paying for your food in our school—it is called a ‘cashless’ system. 

There are stations around the school where you pay your money into. Your parents can give you a cheque too if 
they would prefer. Once you have ordered your food, you pay with your ‘finger’. You finger print is scanned 
using a reader and the value of the meal is taken away from your account. 

If you qualify for free school meals, it is even easier as your parents do not have to send any money in. In-
stead your account is topped up daily. 



Pupil Services 
Pupil Services is a special Reception just for pupils. You 
will find it in the Bytezone in Upper School. 

You can go here for a number of things—bus passes, to 
pay for school trips, to buy items of stationary that you 
may have forgotten and for any general queries. This is 
where First Aid is too—you must go here if you feel 
unwell and this is where parents / carers will come to 
pick you up if you need to go home.  First Aid 

Sometimes you may feel ill or you might have hurt yourself playing. 
When this happens you need to tell someone. You can tell your teacher 
who will talk to you and decide if you need to get extra help. They may 
send you to Pupil Services. 

We have First Aid trained staff who can assess you. Sometimes they 
will tell you to go back to class, or they may think you need to stay in 
our First Aid room for a while. At other times they will decide if you 
need to go home and will phone your parents to come and collect you. 

Only the school staff can make that decision—you should never phone 
your parents and go home without the school’s knowledge. 

Where can I go if I need help? 

Peer Mediators 
Every year many pupils volunteer and are trained as counsellors for our year 7 
pupils. They give up their free time to patrol at break times and lunchtimes, 
watching over year 7. 

They offer advice and act as mediators in disputes. They support year 7 pupils 
who may feel nervous and anxious. They report bullying, act as role models and 
offer a friendly face. They are there to help year 7, easing your move to our 
school. They have been in your shoes, they know how you are feeing and want 
you to feel welcome in our school. 

Extra Help….. 
Sometimes things can get a little on top of us. Maybe we are worried or  nervous 
about something. Perhaps our behaviour isn’t what it should be. Or we are finding 
certain subjects or lessons difficult. Perhaps we are not getting on with our family. 
Maybe someone we love is unwell. We might be angry, sad or just not feel our-
selves. Sometime we feel vulnerable or unsafe. 

Talk to your WAM (Mrs Rees)  or Mr Goodger  who is based in reception in lower 
school, one of your teachers or one of the Teaching Assistants. There is always 
somebody on hand to help so don’t be afraid to ask. 



YEPS 
Youth Engagement Participation Service 

YEPs stands for Youth Engagement Participation Service. We provide 
you with afterschool, lunchtime and holiday activities. 

There is always something happening and the activities are run by     
experts who come to the school to work with our pupils. 

During term time, the activities start at 3:05pm and finish at 5:05pm, 
Monday through to Friday. There is a late bus on Tuesdays,        
Wednesdays and Thursdays to take you home.  

Here are some of our activities: 

Swimming 

Jewellery Making 
Illustrate 
your own 

book 
Learn to be a       

beautician 

If you would like to take part in these activities just come to the YEP office in Lower School for more      
information. Some activities are very popular—make sure you sign up as soon as possible so you’re not        
disappointed. 

Late Bus 
The late bus is available on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday to take 
you home after attending after school activities. It leaves school at 5:15pm 
and stops at the following: 

Abercynon Navigation Pub  Hopkinstown Chinese 

Pontypridd Bus Station   Graigwen Post Office  

Graig Rose and Crown Pub  Graig Chip Shop Bus Stop 

Maesycoed Duffys Club 

Pwllgwaun End of Barry Road 

Trallwn Merthyr Road and White Bridge 

Glyncoch, Coed y Cwm Bus Stop Main Road 

Ynysybwl—Buarth y Capel and Robertown Pub 

If you are catching the late bus home, you need to make sure your parents 
know and that you tell them which stop you will be getting off at. 



Expectations 
What does the school expect from me? 

Our rules are simple. 

We expect you to: 

• Respect yourself and others. 

• Work to the very best of your ability to achieve your goals and targets. 

• Behave well at all times so that you do not spoil your learning or that of others. 

• Arrive at your lessons on time. 

• Line up, enter and leave your classroom in an orderly and quiet manner. 

• Remove your coat on entering the lesson. 

• Bring to the lesson a pen, pencil, ruler, school planner and workbooks for the day. 

No pupil will: 

• Be out of lesson without permission. 

• Eat, drink or chew in lesson. 

• Be allowed to switch on a mobile phone and ipod etc in lessons without permission. Breaking this rule will 
lead to the items being confiscated. 

• Behave in a way that disrupts their own learning and that of other people in the class 

What happens if I do something right? 
Every teacher can give you Award Merits for excellent work or effort or 
for showing yourself to be a caring, committed citizen. 

Every week the merits you receive are counted. At the end of the school 
year you can get a prize. 

25—150 merits: You will be given a range of certificates. 

200 merits:  You will be placed in a draw—10 lucky pupils will win a  
   gift voucher each worth £20. 

300 merits:  You will go on a free trip and be entered into a draw  
   for a voucher of £50. 

We like awarding pupils who behave well so make sure you attend school 
every day, arrive on time and complete all the work you are set and your 
merits will soon build up. 

What happens if I do something wrong? 
As long as you follow our simple rules, life at Pontypridd High School will be exciting, fun and a great place to 
learn. 

Staff will make sure that if someone is behaving in such a way that it makes you unhappy or it disrupts your 
work in class they will deal with the matter so that it does not keep happening and stops. 



Pontypridd High School 
Home-School Agreement 

All parents and pupils are expected to sign the Home-School Pupil Agreement. The agreement provides clear expectations 
for everyone involved. 
 
1. Parents/Guardians 
I/We shall: 

• See that my child leaves for school each morning dressed according to the school policy on uniform. 

• See that my child attends school regularly, on time and properly equipped with all necessary equipment and PE kit 
required for school. 

• See that reasons for all absences are reported as soon as possible. 

• Let the school know about any concerns or problems that might affect my child’s work or behaviour. 

• Support the school’s policies and guidelines for behaviour, both inside and outside the classroom, and shall ensure 
that my child does not disrupt the education of other pupils. 

• Support my child in improving essential learning skills such as literacy and numeracy and their preparation for tests 
and examinations. 

• Support my child in completing homework and other opportunities for home learning by checking the school pupil 
planner regularly. 

• Attend Parents’ Evenings, other meetings and discussions about my child’s progress. 

• Get to know about my child’s life at school. 

• Provide consent for my child to have photographs taken. These photographs my be published on the school website 
or in publications relating to the School. 

 
2. The School 
We will: 

• Provide a happy and caring environment which is stimulating. 

• Provide an appropriate education for all its pupils, so that they can achieve everything of which they are capable. 

• Create, develop and foster a school climate where achievement is recognised, celebrated and rewarded, so that 
pupils are encouraged to succeed. 

• Monitor the development of pupils and have high expectations of them. 

• Report termly on your child’s progress and how standards can be improved. 

• Create in all pupils a sense of belonging to, and being valued by, the school community. 
 
3. The Pupil 
I shall: 

• Be self-disciplined, hardworking and take responsibility for my own actions. 

• Listen to instructions given by all members of staff and act on the advice given. 

• Attend school and be punctual, being prepared for all lessons. 

• Act considerately towards others and respect their rights and property. 

• Respect the school building and property. 

• Not get involved in any form of bullying. 

• Remember that cheating achieves nothing and that one is only being dishonest to oneself and others. 

• Represent the School where appropriate and always try to be the best that I can. 
 
4. We will 
‘LEARN AND ACHIEVE TOGETHER’. 


